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PRISM FOUNDATION

Prism Foundation was launched in 1990 by Mrs.
Padmaja Godbole. With a burning desire to broaden
the horizons of children with special needs, Mrs.
Godbole lovingly planted this sapling with the
assistance of Mr. Y. G. Patwardhan and Late Mrs.
Madhavi Ogale. Over the years, the Prism Family has
nurtured it into a strong, shady banyan tree with five
flourishing branches - Phoenix, LARC, MOVS, Bennu
and Srujanrang - each with a specific purpose.

Phoenix School was started for the benefit of
children with learning difficluties, LARC for those
with multiple disabilities, MOVS to impart vocational
training, Bennu for training teachers and increasing
public awareness and Srujanrang for creative

Prism Foundation endeavours to provide the
support and guidance necessary to help children
with difficulties grow into well rounded individuals
and more importantly, responsible members of
society. The children are provided with a plethora of
opportunities that encourage them to realize their
potential optimally. Our goal is to create an
environment that is conducive to every child’s
healthy, holistic development. This process is
enabled by the collaboration between teachers and
parents who share a thriving, mutually enriching and
long lasting relationship.
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I PHOENIX SCHOOL

Phoenix School has a team of 20 trained and
dedicated teachers who work with those children
who are not able to fit into the conventional system.
Each child in this group of 130 is viewed as a unique
individual with his or her own set of special abilities.
The focus is on the child’s strengths rather than his
weaknesses; on what he is able to do rather than
what he cannot.

The children are taught in a scientific, methodical
way. The features of this teaching methodology are
as follows;

1) An individual educational plan or IEP is prepared
for every child. The level of the syllabus planned for a
child may vary from subject to subject in synch with
the child’s ability in each subject.

2) Group teaching, peer tutoring, remedial teaching,
co-teaching are some of the techniques used to
teach the children.

3) Innovative teaching methods are used along with
the use of aids like audio visual media, field visits,
projects, practical experiences, worksheets and
individual cards to supplement the lesson.

4) Activities based on the theory and application of
multiple intelligences are planned. A simple activity
like cooking appeals to a number of intelligences. It
involves reading, measuring ingredients, mixing and
cooking. This is followed by laying the table and
serving others.

5) Sports are a crucial part of the curriculum. Physical
movements help to energize the body, stimulate the
brain and improve gross motor co-ordination and
body balance.

6) Dance, drama, music -vocal and instrumental, art
and craft help to improve fine motors skills, eye-hand
co-ordination and self expression. Similarly these
activities also reduce aggression and stimulate
creativity.

7) Functional academics is taken for children who
cannot cope with mainstream academics, in a
separate group-the pre-vocational group.
Preliminary knowledge of health and nutrition, child
care, home management and social etiquette is
given through experiences along with practical work
such as canning, baking, stitching, candle making,
jewellery making etc.

8) Computer training is imparted to senior students
as part of the Board curriculum.

9) Children appear for the Xth standard S.5.C. Board
Examination and the NIOS Exam-National Institute of
Open Schooling (CBSE-Board) along with children
from main stream schools.

10) Children participate in public examinations
conducted by Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, Hindi
Rashtrabhasha, Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Maha
Vidyalaya (Music) and various competitions in art
and elocution along with children from mainstream
schools.

The primary objective of Phoenix is to ensure that
the child, apart from gaining academic proficiency, is
equipped with adequate self- confidence and social
skills in order to be absorbed smoothly into the
mainstream for his further education.
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I LARC (MULTIPLE DISABILITIES)

Children, who are mentally or physically challenged,
suffer from epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy, Down’s
Syndrome, Muscular Dystrophy, Autism, speech,
visual or hearing impairments form the group of
beneficiaries in LARC. The teacher-student ratio is
1:10. Since each child carries a different cluster of
challenges, constant and conscious effort is made by
the teachers to see that each student receives
individual attention and care with special emphasis
on each child’s strengths.

An individual education plan (IEP) is made for each
child keeping the child’s abilities and special interests
in mind. The teachers prepare text books and
teaching material themselves according to each
child’s level.

At LARC, the children are prepared to face the world
by becoming self sufficient and independent. They
learn simple life skills through planned learning
experiences. Some children form an academic group
which follows the curriculum laid down by the State

Education Board upto the VIith Grade. Some children
get absorbed in Phoenix School after that and are
prepared for the SSC or NIOS Board Examination.

The children visit the Bal Kalyan Sanstha once a
week, to participate in various activities like
swimming, tabla, volleyball, cricket etc. Students
have participated and won medals at the national
andinternational level.

Various activities like field trips, treks, dance, drama,
recitation, art & craft instill confidence in the
children, including those dependent on the
wheelchair, Overnight trips are arranged to increase
selfreliance and social skills.

Children also learn basic skills in computers.
Activities like yoga, mallkhamb help to develop
muscularstrength.

When the child is eighteen years old , he is absorbed
into MOVS for vocational training.
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It is the belief of the foundation that with adequate
efforts, appropriate guidance and ample
opportunities, every individual can become a
capable and productive human being and most
importantly an asset to the society. MOVS focuses on
helping the youth who are between the ages of 18 to
25 years. The centre runs various training programs
such as screen printing, canning, file making, baking,
making paper-bags out of old newspapers and
several activities which help the youth in gaining
different skills as well as confidence. The training
courses include actual operation, production and
sale of the products. Supplementary skills like
costing, marketing and packing are also learnt by the
students. MOVS students visit various institutions
and organizations for the collection of supply orders
and delivery of products. They participate in
exhibitions and trade fairs.

Students who complete their training and satisfy the

MADHVI OGALE VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

requirements of the school are assessed by the
principal and are given placement in Madhavi Ogale
Vocational School. They are allotted responsibilities
according to the specific skill that they have acquired
during training. They are sometimes appointed
either in Larc or Phoenix Schoal, depending upon
their interest in administration or classroom
situation, based on the teacher’s observation and
the principal’s evaluation. Students are encouraged
to participate in various competitions: particularly in
the field of sports such as volleyball, trekking and
swimming. They have won several awards in art and
craft competitions. Training gives them confidence.
MOVS alumni are successful, sensitive and
responsible adults today. They work either as
assistants or are self employed.

New activities such as “Mallkhamb” and gymnastics
have been going on for selected groups from all the
three schools,
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I BENNU TRAINING INSTITUTE

Bennu aims at creating awareness and
" understanding of “special education” in mainstream
schools and the society at large. Visits, workshops,
presentations are the various modes used to create
awareness amongst teachers, principals and
decision makers from various schools in order to help
them identify any child who may be suffering from
some kind of learning disability.

The institute guides and supervises trainees from
various teacher-training institutes in and around
Pune. Experts and renowned professionals from
different fields are invited to facilitate training

programs for teachers from Prism as well as other
mainstream and special educational institutes.

The Bennu Training Institute interacts with parents
with an aim to help them accept and understand the
child’s difficulties and inculcate a positive attitude
towards the child. We coordinate child guidance and
counseling along with the concerned principal,
parents, class teacherand clinical psychologist.

QOur focus is on the appropriate approaches to
learning, different behavioral patterns of the
children and suppaortive activities.
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Srujanrang was established in June 2009 by Prismin
order to expose children to various art forms and to
provide the special children of all three schools of
Prism with an outlet for their creative expression.

Developing an interest in rhythm and music and
starting to appreciate it, being able to express one’s
inner - most feelings on a canvas through art,
handling a lump of clay and giving it shape, listening
to stories and poems, acting in dramas, dancing to
lively beats - all these experiences lead to happiness
and enjoyment, reduce stress and tension, provide
scope for self expression and reduce aggression.

Along with these experiences, an important

i ;o.-bjective ‘of Srujanrang is to increase the attention

span of the child, inculcate social skills, help in the

recognition of emotions, improve eye-hand
coordination and fine motor skills.

A child’s intelligence is not limited only to academics.
It is of the utmost importance to recognize and
develop the multiple intelligences which each child is
endowed with.

All the activities conducted in Srujanrang are
planned, keeping scientific approach in mind,
developed through research.

Appreciation of beauty and creative self - expression
is the aim which Srujanrang has kept in mind and is
moving forward with new activities every year in
order to achieve this goal
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